The Revolutionary War Begins!
Initially South Carolina troops were able to repulse British attempts to capture Charles Town because of their defense of Fort Moultrie. However, unable to defeat the American forces in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, the British returned to Charles Town. They hoped to find many people who were still loyal to the King known as Loyalists. There were many Loyalists in South Carolina and even more people who did not want to be involved in the war on either side. After a long siege during which the British blockaded the city by land and by sea, the city fell to the British. When the British occupied Charles

Town they forced Charles Town men to sign an oath of loyalty to England. Most agreed. Then the British required the South Carolinians to sign an oath to fight for the British. Many refused to do this, escaped from the city, and joined forces to fight the British.
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Revolutionary War Heroes
Because of the harsh tactics of the British occupiers, many South Carolinians formed militias that aided the regular Continental Army in defeating the British in South Carolina. Their hit and run tactics are

referred to as partisan warfare. Although this type of warfare is often referred to as ‘guerrilla’ warfare

today, this term was not used at the time of the Revolution. Thomas Sumter’s home was burned by

British soldiers so he led a militia against the British in the backcountry. Sumter was gifted at surprise

attacks after which he would disappear into the woods. His hit and run tactics and his tenacity earned him

the nickname “The Gamecock”. Another partisan fighter, Francis Marion, was known as the “Swamp

Fox.” Marion led surprise attacks on the British throughout the swampy lowlands. Andrew Pickens,

named “The Wizard Owl” by upcountry Native Americans, was a backcountry farmer who joined the

militia when the British burned his farm. He led his men to victory in the Battle of Cowpens.
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Battle of King’s Mountain
The British marched up from Charles Town and threatened the backcountry people to try to force them into being loyal to the crown. Most of the men were not afraid and escaped to North Carolina and

Tennessee to gather other patriots to fight against the British. They re-entered South Carolina and fought

the British at the Battle of King’s Mountain. The British tried to surrender. The patriots remembered a

time when the British had not honored the patriots’ request to surrender ( a request for ‘quarter’) and had

slaughtered the Patriot troops. So the Patriots repaid the British actions by ignoring the British request to

surrender. Most of the British force was killed. Kings Mountain was a significant defeat for the British

and a turning point of the war. After the Battle of Kings Mountain, the remaining British soldiers kept

chasing the Patriots around the backcountry.
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Battle of Cowpens
The Patriots defeated the British a second time at the Battle of Cowpens. The American militia, led by Andrew Pickens, fooled the British into thinking that they were retreating because they were afraid of the

British army. However, when the British chased the fleeing American militia they were led into the guns

of the Continental Army. Surrounded, the British suffered a major defeat. This battle forced the British to

abandon their backcountry efforts. Soon the British marched out of South Carolina to the Virginia coast to

await rescue by the British navy. There they were surrounded by the Continental Army at Yorktown.
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The British Are Defeated!
The American’s French allies used their navy to block the British escape by sea. Soon the British were

forced to surrender and the American Revolution was over. The British had attacked Charles Town hoping to find a large number of Loyalists to support them. However, the harsh actions of the British army and their Loyalist allies including the hanging of Patriots as traitors, the burning of homes and farms and the refusal to grant surrendering Patriots ‘quarter’, soon turned many South Carolinians into Patriots willing to fight for independence. As a result, the British met defeat in South Carolina and ultimately in the American Revolution.
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Life After the Revolutionary War
South Carolina changed from a colony to a state by writing a new state constitution after the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Although states in the North were influenced by the words of the

Declaration of Independence that “all men are created equal” to gradually free their slaves, South

Carolina slave owners did not support such laws. The plantation-owning Lowcountry elite continued to

have more political power than the Backcountry farmers because they were given a greater representation

in the state legislature. Later, compromises helped the Backcountry farmers. The capitol was moved

from Charleston to Columbia to give Backcountry people more of an opportunity to petition and influence

their government. However the Lowcountry retained its representative majority in the state legislature.

Finally, new counties with court systems were created to address the lack of law and order in the

Backcountry. Backcountry farmers were granted more equal representation once they began to own

slaves and the Lowcountry elite no longer feared that the Backcountrymen would vote to limit slavery.
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Building a New Nation
After the Declaration of Independence, the Continental Congress had established a new government for the United States the Articles of Confederation. However other states were having conflict between the lowcountry elites and Backcountry farmers that was similar to the conflict in South Carolina, especially Massachusetts’ Shays’ Rebellion. Some Americans thought that the first United States government was too weak and called for changes. Representatives of the states met in Philadelphia to set up a better government for the new nation. This meeting resulted in a second constitution and became known as the Constitutional Convention. South Carolina sent four delegates to Philadelphia. All were rich planters

from the Lowcountry. Although South Carolina delegates had to compromise and did not get everything

they wanted in the United States Constitution they, and other members of the Lowcountry elite, supported

its ratification. Backcountry farmers did not support ratification because they feared the power of the

elites. The compromise of adding a Bill of Rights to the Constitution in order to protect the rights of

individuals was promised and South Carolina became the 8th state to ratify the new United States

Constitution.
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A New Government
Authority in the new government derived from “We, the people.” The new government of the United

States had three branches: the legislative branch that makes the laws, the executive branch which carries

out the laws and the judicial branch which interprets the laws. The people were given the right to elect

representatives to the House of Representatives and to indirectly elect Senators and the President. No

branch of the government could become too powerful because of a system of checks and balances. The

constitution also included a process that allowed it to be updated or amended. The amendment process

has allowed the Constitution to continue to work for over 200 years, longer than any other constitution in

the world to this day
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